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of the Adjutant General which sent him wherever someone with his particular
training was needed. Those who could not be assigned were discharged. How-
ever, they should very definitely have benefited by the program. Of the entire
group, 880 (70 per cent) were made available for limited assignment within
the United States.

There was a heavy attendance on sick call during the initial weeks of the
experiment. Through individual and group psychotherapy this was quickly
and markedly reduced. Group discussions were scheduled 4 hours a week.
In addition to regular military duties special emphasis was laid on an activity
program of discussion groups, entertainment, and craft work.

All concerned in the Office of the Surgeon General, in the Army Service
Forces, and in the units 55 were very encouraged with the results of the ex-
periment. However, the plan created other problems in the field. Limited-
service jobs were so well filled that these men were reassigned writh difficulty.
Also, instructions to give the salvaged soldier special consideration until he
got on his feet in a new job were not sent out to the field. The result too
often was that he was batted around, transferred several times, and ended up
in a hospital. Several requests were made by the Neuropsychiatry Consultants
Division that the field should be notified of this special problem if we were
to complete the job of salvage. Much too late a circular was published on the
subject.56 By this time most of the men salvaged had long since left the
training center.

Despite the fact that there was difficulty in finding jobs for these men,
the Office of the Surgeon General strongly recommended continuation of the
experiment. At one time the project went so far as to be approved by
the Chief of Staff of ASF, but it was opposed by some not only because of
the difficulty in assignment but also because of the cost in trainer personnel.
The subject was revived again in 1945 and again strongly recommended by
Gen. Trudeau in the ASF Training Division, as well as by the Neuropsy-
chiatry Consultants Division. It was, however, again turned down.

GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY

The military psychiatrist never had sufficient time to give much individual
psychotherapy. Group therapy was used as a substitute, to give treatment to
a number of different people at the same time. It helped to stretch the psy-
chiatric man-power shortage over the psychiatric patient surplus and so
became one of the more important treatment methods used in the Army.
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